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Heaven is a place up in the Sky

• Elijah ascends into Heaven (Amos 9:2, 2 Kings 2:11) 
• Tower of Babel story (Genesis 11: 4 – 8)
• Daniels Tree (Daniel 4:10 – 11 )
• Jacobs Ladder (Genesis 28:12-13 )

• God looks down on Earth from Heaven (Psalm 14: 
2,Job 28: 24)

• Heaven is above the Earth (Psalm 103:11 )
• God sends down things from Heaven (Joshua 10: 11 

Genesis 19: 24 –25, Job 1: 16, Psalms 78:23 – 25)



  

The Biblical Cosmos

Heaven

Earth

In the Bible,
Heaven is

described as
a place up in

the Sky 
where God 

lives



  

Amos 9:2 Climbing up to Heaven

“Though they dig into Sheol,from there shall my hand take them;
though they climb up to Heaven,from there I will bring them down.”    RSV

“Though they dig into Hell, thence shall mine hand take them; though they 
climb up to Heaven, thence will I bring them down.”     KJV

 
“Even if they dig their way down to the world of the dead, I will catch them. 

Even if they climb up to Heaven, I will bring them down. .”    GNB
   

“Should they burrow into Sheol, my hand will haul them out; should they climb 
to Heaven, I shall bring them down . “    JB

“'If they dig down into She´ol, from there my own hand will take them; and if 
they go up to the Heavens, from there I shall bring them down”     NWT



  

2 Kings 2:11 
Elijah ascends 

to Heaven

God sends a Chariot down 
from Heaven and Elijah 
goes up to Heaven in it.

This shows that Heaven 
was thought of as a 

physical location up in the 
Sky



  

2 Kings 2:11 Elijah ascends to Heaven

“And as they still went on and talked, behold, a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire separated the two of them. And Eli'jah went up by a whirlwind into 

Heaven”      RSV & KJV

“They kept talking as they walked on; then suddenly a chariot of fire pulled 
by horses of fire came between them, and Elijah was taken up to Heaven by 

a whirlwind”     GNB

“Now as they walked on, talking as they went, a chariot of fire appeared and 
horses of fire coming between the two of them; and Elijah went up to 

Heaven in the whirlwind.”    JB

“'And it came about that as they were walking along, speaking as they 
walked, why, look! a fiery war chariot and fiery horses, and they proceeded 

to make a separation between them both; and E·li´jah went ascending in the 
windstorm to the Heavens”    NWT



  

Genesis 11: 
4 – 8 The 
Tower of 

Babel

The inhabitants 
of Babel began to
build a tower to

reach up to Heaven.
This frightened God
And so he confused

Their languages 
in order to stop them



  

Genesis 11: 4 – 8 The Tower of Babel
“Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in 

the Heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole Earth." And the Lord came down to see the city and 

the tower, which the sons of men had built”     RSV & KJV

“They said, "Now let's build a city with a tower that reaches the sky, so that we 
can make a name for ourselves and not be scattered all over the Earth." Then the 
Lord came down to see the city and the tower which they had built”    GNB

“'Come,' they said, 'let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top reaching 
Heaven. Let us make a name for ourselves, so that we do not get scattered all 
over the World.' Now Yahweh came down to see the city and the tower that the 

people had built. “

“'They now said: “Come on! Let us build ourselves a city and also a tower with its 
top in the Heavens, and let us make a celebrated name for ourselves, for fear we 
may be scattered over all the surface of the Earth.” And Jehovah proceeded to go 

down to see the city and the tower that the sons of men had built.”    NWT 



  

Daniel 4:10 & 11 Nebuchadnezzar's Tree 
reaching up to Heaven

Israel Persia

God sends King 
 Nebuchadnezzar
a prophetic dream
involving a giant

 tree reaching up to
 Heaven.

God implies that
Heaven is a place

Up in the Sky.

Babylon



  

Dan 4:10 & 11 Nebuchadnezzar's Tree
“The visions of my head as I lay in bed were these: I saw, and behold, a tree in 

the midst of the Earth; and its height was great. The tree grew and became 
strong, and its top reached to Heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole 

Earth”     RSV & KJV

"While I was asleep, I had a vision of a huge tree in the middle of the Earth. It 
grew bigger and bigger until it reached the sky and could be seen by everyone in 

the world. “     GNB

"The visions that passed through my head as I lay in bed were these: I saw a tree 
in the middle of the World; it was very tall.  The tree grew taller and stronger, until 

its top reached the sky and it could be seen from the very ends of the Earth.“    
JB

“'Now the visions of my head upon my bed I happened to be beholding, and, 
look! a tree in the midst of the Earth, the height of which was immense. The tree 
grew up and became strong, and its very height finally reached the Heavens, and 

it was visible to the extremity of the whole Earth.”   NWT



  

Genesis 
28:12-13 

Jacobs Ladder

God causes Jacob
 to have a dream 
which involved 
angels using a 

ladder in order to 
go up and down to 
and from Heaven. 

This shows that
Heaven is in the sky



  

Genesis 28:12-13 Jacobs Ladder

“And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the Earth, and the top of 
it reached to Heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and 

descending on it! “     RSV & KJV

“He dreamed that he saw a stairway reaching from Earth to Heaven, with 
angels going up and coming down on it.“   GNB

“He had a dream: there was a ladder, planted on the ground with its top 
reaching to Heaven; and God's angels were going up and down on it. “   JB

“'And he began to dream, and, look! there was a ladder stationed upon the 
Earth and its top reaching up to the Heavens; and, look! there were God’s 

angels ascending and descending on it”    NWT



  

Psalm 14: 2 God looks down from 
Heaven



  

Psalm 14: 2 God looks down from 
Heaven

“The Lord looks down from Heaven upon the children of men,to see if there 
are any that act wisely,that seek after God”     RSV & KJV

“The Lord looks down from Heaven at us humans to see if there are any who 
are wise, any who worship him.”    GNB

“Yahweh looks down from Heaven at the children of Adam. To see if a single 
one is wise, a single one seeks God.”     JB

“'As for Jehovah, he has looked down from Heaven itself upon the 

sons of men,to see whether there exists anyone having insight, 

anyone seeking Jehovah. “    NWT



  

Joshua 10: 
11 Rocks 

from Heaven

God sent down rocks 
from Heaven in order to 
destroy an Amorite army

& assist the Israelites

This shows that Heaven
Is a place in the sky



  

Joshua 10:11 Rocks from Heaven

“The Lord threw down great stones from Heaven upon them as far as 
Aze'kah, and they died; there were more who died because of the hailstones 

than the men of Israel killed with the sword. ”     RSV & KJV

“The Lord made large hailstones fall down on them all the way to Azekah. 
More were killed by the hailstones than by the Israelites. “    GNB

“Yahweh hurled huge hailstones from Heaven on them all the way to 
Azekah, and they died. More of them died under the hailstones than under 

the swords of the Israelites. “    JB

“'Jehovah hurled great stones from the Heavens upon them as far as A·ze
´kah, so that they died. There were more who died from the hailstones than 

those whom the sons of Israel killed with the sword. “    NW



  

Genesis 19:24 Destruction of Sodom 
& Gomorrah*

Sodom and 
Gomorrah

were destroyed
by fire coming

down from
Heaven

This shows that
Heaven is a 

place in the sky

*See also Luke 17:29 



  

Genesis 19:24 Fire and Brimstone from 
Heaven

“Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomor'rah brimstone and fire from the 
Lord out of Heaven;”     RSV & KJV

“Suddenly the Lord rained burning sulphur on the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah “    GNB

“Then Yahweh rained down on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire of 
his own sending”    JB

“Then Jehovah made it rain sulphur and fire from Jehovah, from the 
Heavens, upon Sod´om and upon Go·mor´rah.“    NWT



  

Job 1:16 Fire from Heaven

God Sent 
down Fire

from Heaven.
to destroy 

Job’s family

This shows that
Heaven is a 

Place in the sky



  

Job 1:16 Fire from Heaven

“While he was yet speaking, there came another, and said, "The fire of God 
fell from Heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed 

them; and I alone have escaped to tell you.”     RSV & KJV

“Before he had finished speaking, another servant came and said, "Lightning 
struck the sheep and the shepherds and killed them all. I am the only one 

who escaped to tell you."     GNB

“He had not finished speaking when another messenger arrived. 'The fire of 
God', he said, 'has fallen from Heaven and burnt the sheep and shepherds 

to ashes: I alone have escaped to tell you.' “    JB

“While this one was yet speaking that one came and proceeded to say: “The 
very fire of God fell from the Heavens and went blazing among the sheep 

and the attendants and eating them up; and I got to escape, only I by myself, 
to tell you.””    NWT
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Continued on next Presentation ……


