
False Flags - An American Tradition

By Stephen Lendman

 
Wikipedia defines false or black flags as "covert operations designed to deceive the public in 
such a way that the operations appear as though they are being carried out by other entities."
 
They're "big lies," defined by Merriam-Webster as "deliberate gross distortion(s) of the truth used 
especially as a propaganda tactic."
 
America's decade from September 11, 2001 to May 1, 2011 was punctuated by the (big) lie of our 
time and (big) lie of the moment.
 
Put another way, the official stories are falsified, myths, widely believed fantasies contrary to 
reality.
 
In his exhaustive research and writings, David Ray Griffin provided convincing evidence that 9/11 
was an inside job and that bin Laden died of natural causes in mid-December 2001.
 
The former spawned a decade of overt and covert "war on terror" lawlessness at home and abroad. 
Policies and events following the second have yet to unfold, but expect little at best to be positive.
 
Past US false flags provided pretexts for militarism, wars, occupations, domestic repression, and 
national security state extremism, antithetical to democratically free and open societies. Allegedly 
removing America's "Enemy Number One," in fact, may intensify, not diminish, Washington's 
scheme for unchallengeable global dominance. More on him below.
 
With or without bin Laden, bogymen threats are plentiful. Since WW II alone, America's had 
numerous ones, including communists, Al Qaeda, WMDs, the Taliban, Gaddafi, and a host others 
yet unnamed, as well as numerous "foiled" domestic ones.
 
Among others, they include:
 
-- a fake shoe bomber;
 
-- fake underwear bomber;
 
-- fake Times Square bomber;
 
-- an earlier one there;
 
-- fake shampoo bombers;
 
-- fake Al Qaeda woman planning fake mass casualty attacks on New York landmarks;
 
-- fake Oregon bomber;
 
-- fake armed forces recruiting station bomber;
 



-- fake synagogue bombers;
 
-- fake Chicago Sears Tower bombers;
 
-- fake FBI and other building bombers;
 
-- fake National Guard, Fort Dix and Quantico marine base attackers;
 
-- fake 9/11 bombers; and
-- others to enlist public support for the fake war on terror and very real ones it spawned.
 
America, Pakistan, Bin Laden, Official Lies, and Misreporting
 
On May 5, New York Times writer Elisabeth Bumiller headlined, "Pentagon Breaks Silence on 
Pakistani Role," saying:
 
A "top Pentagon official said....Pakistan would have to work hard to rebuild relations with the 
United States Congress," including a commitment "to fighting terrorism...."
 
It suggests what some analysts suspect: namely, planned destabilization, confrontation, and 
balkanization for greater Eurasian control, as well as future terrorist false flags.
 
On May 5, Times writers Mark Mazzetti and Scott Shane headlined, "Data Show Bin Laden Plots; 
CIA Hid Near Raided House," saying:
 
Alleged "computer files and documents seized at the compound where Osama bin Laden was 
killed," reveal "considered attacks on American railroads, (but) there was no evidence of a specific 
plot."
 
Perhaps no files and documents either. For sure, no bin Laden.
 
Nonetheless, "(s)ince Sunday night, counterterrorism officials have been alert to (possible) new 
attacks from Al Qaeda to avenge its leader's death," especially at airports, rail facilities, and other 
strategic locations. "American officials and terrorism experts have warned that this is not the end of 
Al Qaeda," not, of course, if they're blamed for planned false flags to intensify US imperial wars.
 
Another May 5 Bumiller Times report ran cover for shifting official accounts about what really 
happened on May 1 headlined, "Raid Account, Hastily Told, Proves Fluid," saying:
 
"(I)t was a classic collision of a White House desire to promote a stunning national security triumph
- and feed a ravenous media - while collecting facts from a chaotic military operation on the other 
side of the world. At the same time, White House officials worked hard to use the facts of the raid to
diminish Bin Laden's legacy."
 
She continued, quoting an unnamed Pentagon official claiming no "intent to deceive or dramatize," 
adding that "Everything we put out we really believed to be true at the time." She also quoted 
Victoria Clarke, Bush Pentagon spokeswoman, saying, "First reports are always wrong. It's a 
fundamental truth in military affairs."
 
In other words, it was OK first to claim a fierce firefight in which no US forces were killed or hurt, 
then 24 hours later call the battle one-sided, Navy Seals quickly dispatching bin Laden's guards and 
"Enemy Number One," shooting him unarmed in the head.



 
Notably, however, there's no body, no photos, no video, no evidence, and no truth, just the media 
regurgitated big lie.
 

 
Notable American and Other False Flags
 
Discussed in earlier writing, numerous ones stand out, including:
 
-- In 1898, Spain was falsely accused of blowing up the USS Maine in Havana, Cuba harbor. The 
Spanish-American war followed.
 
-- On May 7, 1915, a German U-boat was accused of torpedoing the RMS Lusitania, killing 128 US
citizens. It helped precipitate America's April 4, 1917 WW I entry, a war Woodrow Wilson wanted 
and got through a propaganda campaign, turning pacifist Americans into German haters. It was later
learned that on board munitions, not a torpedo, exploded, sinking the ship.
 
-- On December 7, 1941, Roosevelt manipulated Japan to attack Pearl Harbor, giving him the war 
he wanted from the early 1930s, but had to convince a pacifist public of the threat. The fleet was 
also tracked across the Pacific, but Admiral HE Kimmel wasn't warned or given known intelligence 
to assure enough mass casualties for congressional and public support.
 
-- Complicit with Washington, numerous 1949/1950 South Korean incursions north precipitated 
Pyongyang's retaliation in June 1950, giving Truman the war he wanted.
 
-- In 1962, a US Joint Chiefs of Staff proposed false flag never happened because Kennedy rejected 
it. Called Operation Northwoods (a part of Operation Mongoose), it included sinking US ships, 
shooting down US commercial airliners, blowing up buildings in US cities, attacking America's 
Guantanamo base, other incidents, and blaming it on Cuba as a reason for war.
 
-- The fake August 1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident initiated full-scale retaliation against North 
Vietnam after Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, authorizing war without declaring it.
 
-- In October 1983, after ousting Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, US forces invaded Grenada, 
allegedly to rescue American medical students threatened by nonbelligerent Cubans building 
infrastructure.
 
-- In December 1989, manufactured incidents precipitated America's Panama invasion, deposing 
Manuel Noriega, one-time ally turned enemy because he forgot who's boss.
 
-- in August 1990, Washington colluded with the al- Sabah monarchy, entrapping Saddam Hussein 
to invade Kuwait. In January 1991, it launched the Gulf War, followed by over two decades of 
sanctions, more war occupation, and destruction of the "cradle of civilization."
 
-- The September 11, 2001 false flag operation launched a decade of imperial wars against 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Libya, Palestine allied with Israel, perhaps others to come, as well as 
proxy wars in Somalia, Yemen, Bahrain, Central Africa, Haiti, Honduras, Colombia, and at home 
against Muslims, Latino immigrants, and working Americas.
 
On February 16, 2010, a Washington's blog web site (georgewashington2.blogspot.com) article 
titled, "Governments ADMIT That They Carry Out False Flag Terror" listed examples, including:



 
-- The CIA admitted its 1950s role in toppling Iran's democratically government in 1953.
 
-- Israel acknowledged a 1954 attack in Egypt, including planting bombs in US diplomatic facilities,
leaving "evidence" of Arab involvement.
 
-- Indonesia's former president, Abdurrahman Wahid, said the nation's police or military most likely 
were involved in the 2002 Bali bombing, killing over 200 people.
 
-- A former Italian prime minister, judge, and military counterintelligence head, General Gianadelio 
Maletti, said America's CIA instigated and abetted right wing terrorist groups in the 1970s and 
earlier, including bombing a Milan bank in 1969 to rally popular anti-communist support in Italy 
and other European countries.

-- Many others, including former Carter administration National Security Adviser, Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, telling a Senate committee that a false flag terror attack on US soil might occur to blame
Iran and justify war.
 
In his 1997 book, "The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and its Geostrategic Imperatives," he 
said:
 
"Moreover, as America becomes an increasingly multicultural society, it may find it more difficult 
to fashion a consensus on foreign policy issues, except in the circumstance of a truly massive and 
widely perceived direct external threat," the kind 9/11 created - predicted, planned, orchestrated, 
and carried out to further new world order global dominance.
 
Recent False Flag Examples
 
-- The March 2004 Madrid train bombings occurred three days before Spain's general elections. 
With no supportive evidence, they were blamed on Al Qaeda, yet they stoked public fear of threats 
against other Western cities, including American ones.

-- The July 7, 2005 London underground bombings (called 7/7) were a series of attacks on the city's
public transport system during the morning rush hour for maximum disruption and casualties. At 
precisely the same time, an anti-terror drill occurred, simulating real attacks. It was no coincidence, 
others in America and Britain came on the same day.
 
-- On 9/11 morning, the CIA ran a "pre-planned simulation to explore the emergency response 
issues that would be created if a plane were to strike a building." Held at the Agency's Chantilly, 
Virginia Reconnaissance Office, AP reported (on August 22, 2002) that it simulated "a small 
corporate jet (hitting) one of the four towers....after experiencing a mechanical failure."
 
Unmentioned at the time was a later revealed (but unreported) Homeland Security conference 
announcement a year later to commemorate the 9/11 event. Held under the auspices of the National 
Law Enforcement and Security Institute, one of its speakers was John Fulton, CIA Chief of the 
Strategic War Gaming Division of the National Reconnaissance office in charge of the operation. 
Another coincidence, or was something more sinister afoot?
 
In October 2000, the Pentagon simulated a commercial plane striking the Pentagon, coordinated by 
its Command Emergency Response Team and the Defense Protective Services Police. This and the 
9/11 exercises are more than coincidental, given what's now known and the fallout.
 



-- On June 30, 2007, a Jeep Cherokee with propane canisters crashed into Glasgow International 
Airport's glass doors, the BBC reporting that it "was in the middle of the doorway burning....The car
didn't actually explode. There were a few pops and bangs which presumably was the petrol."
 
The usual suspects were falsely blamed, Al Qaeda and Islamic terrorists.
 
In Miami, on January 11, 2010 (one day before Haiti's earthquake), the Pentagon's US Southern 
Command (SOUTHCOM) simulated a hurricane striking the island in preparation for subsequent 
measures to be implemented. A carefully prepared military operation, they included occupying, 
controlling, and plundering the island.
 
Also, Deputy SOUTHCOM head, General PK Keen, was in Haiti when the quake struck, ready to 
assume command when it did and use a communication tool called the Transnational Information 
Sharing Cooperation project (TISC), linking other nations and NGOs with the Pentagon and US 
government to facilitate measures to be implemented. None were to help Haitians.
 

Anatomy Of A False Flag

By Stephen Lendman 

 
False flags are an American tradition. They go way back. The Boston bombings appear the latest. 
More on that below.

In 1898, Cubans neared freeing themselves from Spanish colonial rule. US President William 
McKinley promised to respect its sovereignty.

In January 1898, the USS Maine entered Havana harbor. Allegedly it was to protect US Consul 
Fitzhugh Lee and other American citizens.

On February 15, a huge explosion sank the Maine. Doing so killed 266 crew members. The 
Spanish-American war followed.

At the time, publisher William Randolph Hearst hyped the big lie. He claimed Spain sunk the 
Maine. An internal coal bunker explosion caused it.

Notably Hearst told his Havana illustrator: "You furnish the pictures, and I'll furnish the war." Big 
lies launch them. Doing so enlists public support.

America became Cuba's colonial power. The Philippines, Guam, Samoa, Hawaii, Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, Canal Zone, Puerto Rico and other territories were annexed.

In May 1915, a German U-boat sank the Lusitania. It carried US munitions for Britain. Over 100 
Americans on board died. US newspapers expressed outrage. Congress authorized increasing US 
military forces.

In 1916, Woodrow Wilson was reelected after pledging: "He Kept Us Out of War." Straightaway he 



planned US involvement. The Lusitania incident and British allegations about Germany seeking to 
ally with Mexico to regain lost territory were used advantageously.

In April 1917, Wilson established the Committee on Public Information (CPI or Creel Committee). 
It operated through August 1919. Its mission was enlisting public support for war.

Undermining opposition sentiment was essential. It succeeded. He turned pacifist Americans into 
raging German haters. Propaganda worked as intended. Wilson got the war he wanted.

Franklin Roosevelt manipulated Japan to attack Pearl Harbor. Doing so let him wage war. He had to
convince Congress and a pacifist public to go along.

What better way than by manufacturing terror. Japan's fleet was tracked across the Pacific. Pearl 
Harbor's Admiral HE Kimmel wasn't warned. He was denied intelligence. Waging war demanded 
mass casualties. WW II followed.

Complicit with Washington, numerous 1949/1950 South Korean cross-border incursions provoked 
Pyongyang's June 1950 response. Truman got the war he wanted.

In 1962, Kennedy rejected a proposed US Joint Chiefs of Staff false flag. Operation Northwoods 
was part of a covert anti-Castro scheme. Called Operation Mongoose, a document titled 
"Justification for US Military Intervention in Cuba" explained.

Plans included assassinating Cuban Americans, manufacturing fake "Communist Cuban terror" in 
US cities, shooting down one or more US commercial airliners, blowing up a US ship in Cuban 
waters, attacking Guantanamo, and blaming Castro for what happened as reason for war.

Full-scale war against North Vietnam followed the fake August 1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident. 
Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. Doing so authorized war without declaring it.

In October 1983, US forces invaded Grenada. Allegedly it was to rescue American medical 
students. Operation Urgent Fury's mission reflected US imperialism, Cold War politics, and 
replacing the leftist New Jewel Movement government with a pro-Western one.

In December 1989, manufactured incidents precipitated America's Panama invasion. Former US 
ally Manuel Noriega was deposed. At issue was forgetting who's boss.

Operation Just Cause killed thousands. Crimes of war and against humanity included mass murder, 
indiscriminate destruction, extrajudicial assassinations, illegal weapons use, arbitrary detentions, 
and replacing Noriega with pro-American Guillermo Endara.

In August 1990, Washington colluded with Kuwait's al-Sabah monarchy. Saddam Hussein was 
entrapped to invade. In January 1991, the Gulf War followed. Over two decades of sanctions, war, 
occupation, and destruction of the "cradle of civilization" followed.

The 9/11 false flag launched over a decade of imperial wars against Afghanistan, Iraq, parts of 
Pakistan, Libya, Syria, Palestine allied with Israel, as well as numerous proxy wars and homeland 
ones against Muslims, Latino immigrants and working Americans.

Post-WW II, CIA operatives targeted over 50 foreign leaders for removal. Some died. Others lived. 
Fidel Castro survived hundreds of assassination attempts.



Hugo Chavez replaced him as America's top hemispheric bete noire. His death likely wasn't 
accidental. America had opportunity and motive.

CIA rogues operate globally. They're expert killers. They've had decades of experience.

Investigative journalist Wayne Madsen said the Agency "pioneered" cancer-causing agent 
experiments. Focus was on infecting victims multiple ways. They include "injection, inhalation, 
(and) skin contact through contaminated clothing, especially underwear."

On April 19, America's latest black ops ended. Boston police discovered Dzhokar Tsarnaeva's 
whereabouts. He was shot, seriously wounded and hospitalized.

Media scoundrels rejoiced. A Washington Post headline was typical, saying: " 'WE GOT HIM.' " 
Post editors said:

"….Americans and their homeland security forces are better prepared to respond to terrorism than 
they were a decade ago." Surveillance camera videos enabled "singl(ing) out the Tsarnaev brothers 
in just three days…."

A Wall Street Journal editorial headlined "The Brothers Tsarnaev. The terrorist suspects next door," 
saying:

We'll "learn more about their motives, their training and whether they acted alone or as part of a 
network." Journal editors suggested  their Chechen roots "turned to jihad."

It wasn't "the first time. The radicalization of young Muslims in the West….is by now a familiar 
story."

"The Tsarnnaev brothers may be an example….The 'homegrown' radical threat is really an argument
for vigilance….This means surveilling foreign student groups in the US, certain immigrant 
communities….even mosques and other Muslim venues."

"As the week's events in Boston show, the cost of doing otherwise are too high."

Numerous op-eds reflected similar sentiments. None explained what matters most. Vital 
information was suppressed. Lies and distortion substituted for truth and full disclosure.

It's standard scoundrel media practice. A previous article explained. Tsarnaev brothers were patsies. 
They were set up. Reports falsely suggested they're Islamofascist terrorists.

Their father, Anzor, said his sons had nothing to do with the bombings. US "special services went 
after them because my sons are Muslims and don't have anyone in America to protect them."

"I'm sure about my children, in their purity. I don't know what happened or who did this….I fear for
my son, for his life."

He feared police would kill him and claim he had a gun. Older son Tamerlan died that way. Younger
son Dzhokar was shot and seriously wounded. It's unclear if he'll survive.

He added that neither son was trained or had knowledge of explosives or firearms.

Their mother, Zubeidat, told Russia Today (RT) both sons were set up. FBI operatives followed 



them for years. Her eldest son Tamerlan "was controlled by the FBI, like for three, five years," she 
said.

"They knew what (he) was doing. They knew what actions and what sites on the Internet he was 
(accessing). They used to come (to our) home."

"They used to talk to me. They were telling me that (Tamerlan) was really an extremist leader and 
that they were afraid of him."

"They told me whatever information he is getting, he gets from these extremist sites."

"They were controlling him. They were controlling his every step (and) now they say that this is a 
terrorist act. Never ever is this true. My sons are innocent."

Asked if they had secret aspirations and dark secrets, she said "That's impossible. My sons would 
never keep a secret."

Russian Alpha Special Forces team veteran and vice president of its International Association, 
Aleksey Filatov, told RT much more is going on than meets the eye.

Everything was premeditated and planned, he said. He pointed fingers the right way. "Putting a 
young Chechen in those shoes was top-notch professionalism in distracting everyone from the true 
identity and motives of the planner."

"The executors were chosen to confuse the American public and simultaneously untie the White 
House’s hands in a way that would justify a departure from the rhetoric of non-involvement in 
military action on foreign territories."

Post-9/11 2.0 may follow. Perhaps greater new world order harshness will unfold. State-sponsored 
terror facilitates it. Forewarned is forearmed.

Then there are the more recent false flag events such as the Sandy Hook shooting, Orlando, Florida,
night club shooting, Nice, France Attacks, the Sandy Hook shootings, and the list goes on. All of 
them serve an agenda. Many times it's to have certain laws passed that would not have been 
possible otherwise. With the Sandy Hook shooting, the aim was to put more restrictions on guns but
it didn't work. However, the false flag attacks continues. As long as there are evil men and as long 
as an agenda is to be met, you can expect more false flags. 


